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ADVOCATING FOR HEALTHCARE REFORM

Doctors and Nurses Travel to Washington, D.C. to
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Day of Action “Health Care 09. We Can’t Wait”

On Thursday, June 95 Doctors Council
SEIU members joined with hundreds of doctors and
nurses who traveled to Washington, D.C. for a
massive day of action for real health care reform.
The healthcare providers met with their Members of
Congress and participated in a rally on Capital. Hil
The healthcare professionals also attended a town
hall meeting.

The entire day of action- called “Health Care
09. We Can’'t Wait” was put together by Health Care
for America Now (HCAN), the largest health care
campaign in the country.

The day started with meeting Members of
Congress. This was followed by a rally in the $Sena
Park on Capital Hill.

After the rally, more than 300 doctors and
nurses, representing more than 600,000 doctors and
nurses from across the country, joined Governor
Howard Dean, M.D. and Ellen-Marie Whelan, N.P.,
Ph.D., and members of Congress for a town hall
meeting about why healthcare providers cannot wait
for healthcare reform.

The doctors and nurses on the frontlines of
our healthcare crisis highlighted healthcare prerst
strong support for the inclusion of a public health
insurance plan in health care reform legislatioat th
drives down costs and guarantees every American
access to quality affordable coverage.

hcare Reform

Taking the Case to the Steps of Congress

Doctors Council SEIU members take the case fortheare reform to
the steps of Congress. From left to right (top )roloctors Mahesh
Patel, Peter Orris, Frank Proscia; (second row) t@scMondira
Sengupta, Fahmeeda Begum, Barry Liebowitz (Pregidétarold
Appel, Peter Catapano, Charlotte Kooistra; (thing in front): Doctors
Roberta Leon and Dorian Roye.

The coalition which took part in these
activities included the following organizations.

Doctor Organizations: National Physicians Alliance
(NPA), Doctors for America (DFA), Committee of
Interns and Residents (CIR SEIU), Doctors Council
SEIU, National Doctors Alliance (NDA SEIU),
American Medical Student Association (AMSA), and
the American Academy of Family Physicians
(AAFP).

Nurse Organizations: Nurse Alliance of SEIU,

United American Nurses (UAN), AFSCME,
American Federation of Teachers, CWA,
JNESO/IUOE, the AFL-CIO and the American

Nurses Association (ANA).



The points that were stressed included:

Coverage We Can Afford

(0]

Affordable for every person, family and
business.

Premiums and out-of-pocket costs based
on the ability to pay.

Sliding scale credits and annual caps on
family spending and assistance to small
businesses will make health care more
affordable, with expanded Medicaid
available for the neediest.

Government acts as a watchdog, setting
and enforcing rules so private insurance
companies can’'t deny coverage or raise
rates based on health history, age or
gender.

Comprehensive Benefits We Can Count On

(0]

Defined, comprehensive health care
benefits that meets your needs from
prevention to chronic care.

Low out-of-pocket costs.

Choice of doctors and hospitals.

Choice of Private or Public Health Insurance Plan

Option

o

You can keep your current private
insurance plan or join a new public health
insurance plan.

The public health insurance plan option
will be a guaranteed backup that will

always be there to ensure quality,

affordable health care coverage no matter
what.

It creates a strong public health insurance
plan as one option in a Health Insurance
Exchange where people can buy
affordable coverage with good benefits.

Equal Access to Quality Care

o Equity in healthcare access, treatment,
research and resources to people and
communities of color- leading to
elimination of disparities in health
outcomes- and strong health care services
in low-income communities.

o Investments in prevention and wellness,
provisions to address disparities in access,
and funds to expand and diversify the
health care workforce to improve our
health care system in the long run.

Paid for in a Responsible and Progressive Way

0 Close corporate loopholes and end tax
breaks for the rich.

o Shared responsibility, so individuals,
employers and government all pay a share
of health care costs.

The Public

The public is squarely behind health care
reform, including support for the public health
insurance option. Three recent non-partisan,
independent reputable polls show support for aipubl
option at 83%, 72%, and 76%. These confirm the
HCAN commissioned poll from January which
showed 73% of the public supporting a public health
insurance option. Further, a medical journal study
last year found that the significant majority ofcttwrs
support legislation to establish national health

insurance.
TR n:rr m
e i I}r n! I
N s vy, |

The Doctors Council SEIU members who met with Members of
Congress, from left to right (standing) Doctors Barry Liebowitz
(President), Matthews Hurley, Harold Appel, Frank Proscia,
Peter Catapano, Mahesh Patel and Peter Orris; (seated)
Doctors  Roberta Leon, Dorian Roye, Mondira Sengupta,
Charlotte Kooistra and Fahmeeda Begum.



) Doctors Barry Liebowitz (center) and Roberta Leon (right)
(L to R) Dr. Peter Oris, Congresswoman Carolyn meet with Congressman Anthony Weiner’s legislative aide
McCarthy, Dr. Mondira Sengupta and

Dr. Frank Proscia

Doctors Mahesh
Patel (blue shirt
fourth from left),
Peter Catapano
(seated in chair next
to Patel) and
Matthews Hurley
(standing) along with
doctors from other
national
organizations
meeting with
Congressman Eliot
Engel’s legislative
aide

) ) (L to R) Doctors Dorian Roye and Charlotte Kooistra meet
(L to R around table) Dr. Barry Liebowitz, with Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney’s legislative aide
Dr. Fahmeeda Begum, Dr. Harold Appel, Congressman
Jerrold Nadler’s legislative aide and Dr. Roberta Leon



Doctors Council SEIU members at the Rally on Capita | Hill at Upper Senate Park

Doctor and Nurse Town Hall Meeting on Health Care R eform

The over 300 doctors and nurses in attendance represented over 600,000 doctors and nurses from
around the country

Doctors Council SEIU members at the town hall meeting



Ellen-Marie Whelan, N.P., Ph.D. (left) and Governor Howard Dean, M.D. moderated
the town hall meeting discussion

Senator Debbie Stabenow addressing the
town hall meeting

Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky speaking to the doctors and nurses
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Dr. Peter Orris speaks up about the need for a public

health insurance option.

Dr. Mondira Sengupta
noted that “It was
really energizing to
see so many different
doctors, nurses,
patient advocates and
union members
coming together at the
rally for health career
reform. Despite the
political difficulties
ahead, | came away
feeling like now is the
time for changes to
happen given all the
momentum behind
fixing our health care
system.”

Dr. Peter Catapano recalling how earlier in his career

he was involved in trying to win health care reform.

Dr. Dorian Roye stated that “It is
important for doctors to be
involved politically and to speak
out about health care. If we do
not speak up, then others will
speak for us and the elected
leaders will not hear from the
doctors who take care of patients.
I am glad my union, Doctors
Council SEIU, takes part in such
activities and gives our members
the opportunity to advocate for
health care and our patients.”




